University of Missouri-Columbia

College of Arts and Science

Department of Sociology 
Sociology of Sport

SOC 3430 
Section 19347
Summer Semester 2012 
8 Week Session 

(June 4, 2012 – July 27, 2012)
Mizzou Online

Instructor: Anastacia M. Schulhoff


Office: Middlebush 306
Email: amsv36@mail.missouri.edu


Office Hours: By appointment.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

"(Sociology) should rather cause us to see things in a different way from the ordinary man [person/human], for the purpose of any science is to make discoveries, and all such discoveries more or less upset accepted opinions."

-Emile Durkheim

Welcome! ( Have you ever wondered why men and women are concentrated in different sporting activities?  Or, why do people behave similarly in sporting situations that are new to them?  How does conflict and inequality arise in society in general and sports, in particular?  Whereas biologists give an explanation of these questions based upon our genetic makeup and psychologists will show how the functions of the brain affects our behavior; sociologists think that our behavior is also shaped by social context. 

Sociologists look at the social worlds we all inhabit through a unique lens - the sociological perspective. Through this lens we'll look at everyday rituals of reverence and domination, solidarity and boundary-making, as well as conformity and resistance. A sociological perspective aids us in understanding the connections between self and society, private troubles and public issues, deviance and normality, order and conflict, and continuity and change. We can use the sociological perspective to explore how meanings are negotiated, races constructed, genders forged, sexuality policed, work defined, underclasses contained, deviants shamed, and families shaped when looking at the sociology of sport. We can also use the sociological perspective to become aware of how our culture, institutions, families, and friends shape our lives and to explore what our responsibility is to change society for the better.

Close your eyes: picture the first time you stepped into Faurot Field – or the last time you

walked off a field/track/pool deck/court/mat/diamond. What do you think of when you hear

the student section yelling "M-I-Z" and the responding alumni section yells "Z-O-U," or when the chant is customized to "M-I-Z," "F-K-U" when the areas rival, Kansas, is in town?
 Sports have made an enduring impact on the social world in which we all live. It is a 

taken for granted aspect of our everyday lives – whether that entails watching “Sportscenter” five  times in one day or noticing that every single major newspaper contains a “Sports” section that is  as long, if not longer, than any other section. Yet, there is more to sport than just what we see on a daily basis. The organization of the sports we play and the sports we love is a reflection of the organization of society. Thus, by critically studying sports we will gain a greater understanding of society.   

REQUIRED TEXT:

Coakley, Jay (2009). Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies, 10th Edition. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.   ISBN 978-0-07-337654-7
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I strongly encourage you to get the text as soon as possible, as it will be utilized throughout the duration of this course. The textbook may be purchased at the MU Bookstore or online.
Course Goals: 
The goal of this class is to apply a sociological lens to the world of sports and athletics (a distinction that will be examined) through the incorporation of academic writing, popular media, and personal experiences and observations. Specifically the class will consist of FOUR major sections.  
First Quarter

The first area to be covered will inspect how sport influences the development of children and adolescents. We will seek to answer such questions as: What characteristics do children learn from playing/cheering for/watching athletics? Are sports always “positive” for children? What role does sport play in the creation of adolescent culture? 

Second Quarter 

The second section will tackle the issues of gender and race/ethnicity in sports. Primarily we will attempt to solve dilemmas such as: What makes a sport a “male” sport versus a “female” sport? How has the landscape of women sports changed? What are possible solutions to the challenges still faced by women athletes today? 

We will also look at the interplay of race and sports. Through our readings and discussion we will hope to better understand debates such as: How do racial problems manifest themselves through sport? How have racial problems in sports influenced other social arenas? How can the athletic playing field be racially leveled?

Third Quarter 

In this section of the course we will examine the interplay of larger social institutions in society - social class, the economy, politics, and the media - and how each influences sports and groups of people in society. In the course of our readings and discussion we will hope to better understand how these institutions affect personal choices, while also shaping the larger society. 
Fourth Quarter 

The final section of the class will cover current issues and debates in sport. The primary goal of this section will be to apply the sociological lessons we’ve learned throughout the course to current debates and topics in the sports world.  We will also examine ways in which social change can occur through sports. 
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Skills to be Achieved
I hope you will walk away with a set of new/improved skills that you can directly apply to discussions of sport, future classes, personal research, and your life.
1. Critically analyze and evaluate sports from a sociological perspective.

2. Be able to appreciate and learn from the views of others as well as understanding the limitations of one’s own perspective.

3. Effectively use written and oral forms of communication to make an objective argument, synthesize material from various sources, and explore intellectual problems.

4. Interactively read texts to fully unpack the author’s argument.

5. Actively collaborate with peers to gain a deeper understanding of the material.

There is NEVER a silly question….
If you are perplexed about a course policy, an assignment, or a topic there is a discussion board located in Blackboard labeled “I have a question about the class.”  Post your questions in this location so that your fellow classmates can learn alongside you, as they might have a similar inquiry.  
Rules of the Game
There are three guidelines for this to be a successful class – the instructor will act

as the head referee and reserves the right to throw a flag anytime any regulation has been violated.
1. Be Actively Engaged[image: image3.jpg]
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- Be fully prepared for each and every class session. Do the required reading to the best of your abilities.

- During discussion (which will be a major portion of this class) the whole class will benefit if every student enthusiastically contributes.

2. Respect

 
- Your classmates/instructors time. Discussion boards will start and end on time and each student is expected to “give their best” so a meaningful learning experience can occur.  Also, see rule 1 above.


 
- Classmates’ perspectives – Listen First, Think Second, Talk/Type Third.
3. I’m the Coach but It’s YOUR Game

 
- My role is to efficiently guide the class through the issues and debates in the field. It is OUR responsibility as a class to fully
examine and develop comprehensive resolutions to these problems. This means being critically aware of the issue in the sociology of sport and attempt to understand and expand our knowledge of this social phenomenon. 


 - The More You Put In – The More You’ll Take Away
“THE TEAMS” 
A major portion of the course involves learning to help each others’ understanding through collaborative teams. Groups of 4 individuals will be assigned early on in the class, constituting each class member’s team for the semester. Teamwork effectiveness will prove to be highly consequential for each team member’s success. See the Group Project located on page 7 of the syllabus for detailed information. 
The Playbook

All assigned readings will come from the following text and the tab titled “Articles” in the blackboard site. These readings should be completed BEFORE attempting the quizzes, exams, or the discussion boards during the week the readings are assigned. 
1. Coakley, Jay (2009). Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies, 10th Edition. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill. (Coakley)
2. Academic Journal Article Readings (AR) – available in the Blackboard site for this course, located in the tab title “Articles.”  
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Keeping Score

Your course grade is based upon weekly quizzes, discussion board contributions, a group project/presentation, a midterm and final exam, and a written “Sportography” paper. 
Weekly Units

Each week of our course has been broken into a topical unit dealing with substantive

issues in the sociological study of sport. Within each weekly unit there are required readings, a discussion board, and a quiz. 
Assignments

Always check the weekly outline for assignment due dates and required readings, as the syllabus is subject to change due to class discussion(s), student interest(s), and current event(s).

Quizzes

You will have weekly quizzes covering lectures and readings for the week that these are assigned. You will need to complete the quizzes using the course website on Blackboard. The quizzes can be found in the “Weekly Unit” tab under the section titled “Quiz.” Each Sunday, at 8am Central Standard Time (CST), quizzes will become available to you. You must complete the quiz by 5pm CST the following Saturday. If you fail to complete your quiz by that time, you will receive a “0”. There are no makeup quizzes. 

Discussion Board

Each weekly unit contains a discussion board question. You can locate the discussion board in the “discussion board” tab on the main page of this class. Your original postings addressing the weekly discussion questions should be made no later than 5pm (CST) each Wednesday. Final postings commenting on and reflecting upon the comments of your peers should be made no later than 5pm (CST) each Saturday -- late postings will not be given credit.  Discussion board responses are evaluated on thoroughness, ability to think critically about the subject matter, and your ability to demonstrate “real life” connections to the course material. Glib and non-critical discussion board responses will not receive credit. Thus, if you are flippant with your comments, you will receive a 0 point value for that week’s discussion. Discussion board participation is mandatory. Your weekly postings will be assessed by the following guidelines. As you can see, this rubric heavily assesses the quality of your postings. 
	Weekly Discussion Posting Grading Criteria
	Weekly Point Value (13)*

	Meaningful and New Ideas: Ideas examine the topic from new perspective that contributes to the group understanding of topic
	6

	Message Coherence: Messages explain issues, effectively questions, or meaningfully elaborates on topic
	3

	Relevance of Replies to Other Messages: Responses elaborates, contradicts, modifies, or explains the original message 
	4


*You will have a chance to earn 4 extra credit points, in total, via your responses throughout the entirety of the course in the discussion board.

Exams

You will have one mid-term exam and one final exam, each is worth 100 points. The final exam is not cumulative. The mid-term and final exam will consist of multiple choice and true-false questions.  You will be tested on your knowledge of the readings and discussions for those sections of the course. Exams cannot be made up. The first exam will be available to take on Sunday 8am (CST) and must be taken BEFORE the following Saturday at 5pm (CST). The second exam will be available to take on Sunday 8am (CST) and must be completed BEFORE the following Thursday at 5pm (CST). The exams will be timed and will close after 1 hour and 15 minutes. You will not be able to begin the exam at 5pm, as it will be closed at that time. Once opened, it cannot be closed and returned to at a later time. Since it is timed and you cannot open and return, it is advisable that you complete all readings and studying PRIOR to attempting the completion of the exam. 
Sportography Assignment

Begin with an outline of your involvement (or noninvolvement) in physical play, informal games, and organized sports. The outline should identify your involvement (or noninvolvement); your personal experiences related to family relationships/dynamics, friends, school, teachers, coaches; key moments (at least one negative and one positive moment), intense memories, current situation, and anticipated future with sports.

The goal of this assignment is to be critically self-reflective as you remember, describe, and analyze your sport experiences, the contexts in which they occurred, and the impact they had on you and others who were involved. The paper should be three to five pages in length (12pt, Times New Roman font, double-spaced). Define and use three (or more) class concepts and use those concepts when being self-reflexive about your experiences.  I encourage you to use the following guide to write your paper:

Sportography: A Guide to Writing About Your Experiences
· Think back to your early experiences of playing physical games and sports and describe them in terms of when they occurred, the context in which they occurred, and what was going on in your life as they occurred. How were those early experiences related to your age, social class, race or ethnicity, family, and neighborhood or community? *hint – course concepts (minimum of three). 
· When children first play sports (or not play sports through childhood), they do so in connection with ideas about themselves, about their bodies, and about the meaning of their experiences. Where did these ideas come from in your childhood (ages 4-12)? How did they influence the patterns of your experiences and the emotions that accompanied them? Have they changed in your life since age 12? How have they influenced your experiences since childhood up to the present time?

· Opportunities to play sports and the character of sport experiences often are different for boys and girls and for children from different racial or ethnic groups, and from different social class backgrounds. Write about how gender, race/ethnicity, and social class influenced the sports you did or did not play as a child. Have factors related to gender, race-ethnicity, and social class influenced your experiences through your life to the present? Explain as best you can.

· Many young adults say that without their parents, they never would have had the opportunity to play sports as a child or adolescent. Explain the ways that your parents encouraged/facilitated or discouraged/interfered with your sport participation. Were there differences between the support provided by your mother and the support provided by your father? Write about this issue.

· Think about how your experiences related to sports have influenced (or not influenced) your life. Write about this.

· Your concluding paragraph should describe what you anticipate in the future with respect to sports in your life, and how that future is connected with your past experiences and what may be occurring in your life in the future.
Group Project 

The goal of this Sportography is to observe and describe your experiences in a way that enables you to put them in context, compare them with the experiences of others, and to make sense of similarities and differences. I will provide a location for a webpage, where your “team” can post content (music, pictures, graphs, charts, articles, etc.). There are two parts to this assignment:
1. Write a Sportography, as described above, and share that with your “teammates.” You will need to email me and your teammates the written portion of this paper by June 29th at 11:59pm (CST). This individual written component of this assignment is worth 50 points.
2. After you have received your teammates Sportography, you will collaborate with one another to find specific “themes” (commonalities) that arose in your narratives. Use those themes to collectively create a webpage. I encourage creativity, yet I also encourage a coherent message about how sports affect groups of people and society at large. Make sure this message is clear in your final webpage design. I will post an evaluation sheet so you can grade the contributions of your teammate(s) for this project. You will need to email me your teammate’s evaluation form. I will send out further directions as to how to locate themes, create a webpage, and the teammate evaluation form at a later date. Peer evaluations will be worth 25% of the grade. Content, coherence, and themes related to class material that is presented from your entire group on the webpage is worth the remaining 25%. The group project is worth 50 points in total (25% teammates’ evaluation and 25% quality of group work demonstrated on webpage). The webpage and peer evaluation form is due by Friday, June 29th by 11:59pm (CST).
EVALUATION OF LEARNING: 

Students will be evaluated through their participation in weekly discussion boards, weekly quizzes, two exams, a “Sportography” paper, and a group project. Final Grades: Points are earned in the following ways and will be totaled at the end of the class based on the following scale.
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Class Participation/Discussion Boards


100 points

Weekly Quizzes





100 points

Exam #1






100 points

Exam #2






100 points

Sportography 



  


50   points
Group Project








Group Webpage 


  

25   points

Peer Evaluations of “Teamwork”
 

25   points __________________________________________________________
TOTAL






500 points

Grading Scale: 
98-100% 

A+

490 points




93-97%

A

465 points




90-92%

A-

450 points




87-89%

B+

435 points




83-86%

B

415 points




80-82%

B-

400 points




77-79%

C+

385 points




73-76%

C

365 points




70-72%

C-

350 points




67-69%

D+

335 points




63-66%

D

315 points




60-62%

D-

300 points




59% and under
F

0-299 points
ADA STATEMENT 

Students with disabilities who need accommodations to achieve the course objectives should contact me at the start of the semester. To request academic accommodations (for example, a notetaker), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services -S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. The web address for disability services is http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu 
INTELLECTUAL PLURALISM 

The University community welcomes intellectual diversity and respects student rights.

Students who have questions or concerns regarding the atmosphere in this class

(including respect for diverse opinions) may contact the Departmental Chair or

Divisional Director -  the Director of the Office of Students Rights and Responsibilities

(http://osrr.missouri.edu/), or the MU Equity Office (http://equity.missouri.edu/), or by

email at equity@missouri.edu. All students will have the opportunity to submit an

anonymous evaluation of the instructor at the end of the course.

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university. All

members of the academic community must be confident that each person's work has been

responsibly and honorably acquired, developed, and presented. Any effort to gain an

advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful.

The academic community regards breaches of the academic integrity rules as extremely

serious matters. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic sanctions from the

instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to disciplinary sanctions ranging

from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting,

collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult the course instructor.

PLAGIARISM
You are expected to read and understand the university policy for plagiarism. You must cite all sources you use. Plagiarism occurs when four or more words from another person are used as your own words or ideas. Plagiarism will be handled on a case-by case basis and the consequences may result in a grade of a zero (0) on the specific assignment or a grade of an F in this course. The MU Learning Center/Student Success Center also offers writing tutors, if you should need assistance in avoiding this issue. The link to the Learning Center is http://learningcenter.missouri.edu/writinglab/aboutwritingcenter.shtml

CHEATING

Do not do it! If a student is found to cheat on exams, assignments, quizzes, written papers, or homework exercises the student will receive a zero for that specific assignment and may face further disciplinary action from the Dean of the College. Cheating involves using answers from another student’s paper/test, turning in another person’s paper etc. etc. Remember you have paid to be in this course to learn the material and cheating will not be tolerated. The link to the MU academic dishonesty statement is http://osrr.missouri.edu/academicintegrity/ or you can locate this statement in the MU Undergraduate Catalog. 

LATE POLICY:

If prior arrangements are made and approved, assignments turned in late with approval will reflect 10% less in your record (i.e. 100% = 90%, or ONE LETTER GRADE) each day that it is late. Since this is an online course, no late assignments will be accepted without University and Instructor approved documentation. 

MU GRIEVANCE POLICY

Information about the MU Grievance Policy can be located at:  http://registrar.missouri.edu/policies/grade-appeals.php 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 


MU Police – (573) 882-7201


Disability Services – (573)-882-4696


Student Health Services – (573)882-7481
Crisis Center – (800) 395-2132


MU Student Success Center – (573)-882-6803 or stop by 909 Lowry Mall

COURSE TECHNOLOGY 

We will be using Blackboard as our course website, online grade book, and information

center. If you haven’t used Blackboard in the past, please go to

www.courses.missouri.edu to log on to the site. You’ll need your Pawprint and password to log into Blackboard. If you are having any technical difficulties please email helpdesk@missouri.edu or contact the DoIT Help Desk at (573)882-5000 (for out-of-area MizzouOnline students, toll-free at (866)241-5619).
GRADE DISCREPENCY
Policy for Challenging Grades

If you think that one of your assignments has been graded incorrectly, you have the right to challenge that grade. The procedure is as follows:

Carefully review the grade that you received and the reason for that grade. If you continue to think that your grade may has been reached in error:

a. Type a 1-2 page paper titled “Assignment (# or title) Grade Discrepancy.” The paper should include the reasons that you think the assignment grade is not accurate. Be specific in your reasons about why this issue should be addressed and the reasons you think there is not a correct grade reflected. You must have specific, logical, and well thought out proof that addresses your specific concerns for it to be valid.

b. After you have written your claim, I would be more than happy to discuss and review any grade concerns. Please make an appointment to the email address amsv36@mail.missouri.edu and attach your claim via a word document. 

c.  No grade will be changed unless you have demonstrated a valid claim and have gone through this procedure.  
Course Reading Schedule and Assignment Due Dates
(June 4, 2012 – July 27, 2012)
Pre-Game

Introduction to the Theoretical Framework of the Sociology of Sport
Week 1
· Syllabus — Review the course syllabus

· Coakley, Chapters 1-3
· Discussion Board – First posting due at 5pm (CST) on Thursday; Second response due at 5pm (CST) Friday  
· Group Introductions due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday June 9th 
· Blackboard Quiz due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, June 9th

1st Quarter:

Sports, Socialization, and Adolescent Culture &
Deviance and Violence in Sports 

Week 2

· Coakley, Chapters 4-5
· Fine, Gary Alan (1979). “Small Groups and Culture Creation: The Idioculture of Little

League Baseball Teams.” American Sociological Review, 44(5), 733-745.
· Discussion Board   
· Blackboard Quiz – Due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, June 16th
Week 3
· Coakley, Chapters 6-7

· Vangrunderbeek, Hans and Jan Tolleneer (2010). “Student Attitudes Towards Doping in

Sport: Shifting from repression to tolerance?” International Review for the Sociology of

Sport, in press.

· Discussion Board 

· Blackboard Quiz – Due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, June 23th
· Exam 1 – Due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, June 23th 
2nd Quarter:

Gender and Sports &
Race and Ethnicity 

Week 4
· Coakley, Chapter 8

· Messner, Michael; Margaret Duncan; Kerry Jensen (1993). “Separating the Men from

the Girls: The Gendered Language of Televised Sports.” Gender and Society, 7(1), 121-

137.
· Nylund, David (2004). “When in Rome: Heterosexism, Homophobia, and Sports Talk

Radio.” Journal of Sport and Social Issues, 28(2), 136-168.

· Discussion Board  

· Sportography due to your peers and the Instructor at 11:59pm (CST) on Friday, June 29th
· Blackboard Quiz – Due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, June 30th 
Week 5
· Coakley, Chapter 9

· Leonard, David J.  2006. “The Real Color of Money: Controlling Black Bodies in the NBA.” Journal of Sport and Social Issues 30 (2) 158-179. 
· Law, Keith. 2007. “Time to Dump Braves, Indians, and Redskins.” ESPN.com April 10. Retrieved April 11, 2012.  
· Discussion Board 
· Blackboard Quiz – Due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, July 7th

3rd Quarter:

Social Class and the Economy in Sports &
Sports in the Media and Politics
Week 6 
· Coakley, Chapters 10-11

· Siegfried, John and Andrew Zimbalist (2000). “The Economics of Sports Facilities and

Their Communities.” The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 14(3), 95-114.
· Discussion Board 

· Blackboard Quiz – Due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, July 14th
Week 7

· Coakley, Chapters 12-13
· Muller, Floris; Liesbet van Zoonen; Laurens de Roode (2008). “We Can't 'Just do it!'

Alone!: An analysis of Nike's (potential) contributions to anti-racism in soccer.” Media,

Culture & Society, 30(1), 23-39.

· Discussion Board 

· Group Project (Webpage) and Teammate Evaluations due by Friday, July 20th by 11:59pm (CST).
· Blackboard Quiz – Due at 5pm (CST) on Saturday, July 21th

4th Quarter:

Social Change & Contemporary Issues in Sports
Week 8

· Coakley, Chapter 16
· Discussion Board 

· Blackboard Quiz – Due at 5pm (CST) on Thursday, July 26th 
· Final Exam – Due at 5pm (CST) on Thursday, July 26th 

Enjoy the remaining part of your summer!!! ( 
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The 2012 Olympic Games will feature 26 sports, which break down into 39 disciplines.
London hosts the Games of the XXX Olympiad from July 27 - August 12, 2012.
The Instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus. Changes are reliant upon student’s class activity pace, student’s learning needs, and student’s interest in the subject.
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