Hillsborough Community College

Dale Mabry Campus

College of Arts and Science

Department of Behavioral Sciences - Sociology 

Topic: Introduction to Sociology

SYG 2000 Section _______
Summer Semester 2011
May 16th – June 28th




Time: ____________________

Room: DSSC 224
Instructor: Anastacia M. Schulhoff



Office: DSSC 245
Email: aschulhoff@hawkmail.hccfl.edu


Office Hours: 
Office Phone: (813) 253-7362 



Monday 2:00-3:00 PM
Drop/Add deadline: May 18th 



Tuesday 10:30-11:30 AM
Withdrawal deadline: June 13th 



OR email for appointment.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

"(Sociology) should rather cause us to see things in a different way from the ordinary man (person/human), for the purpose of any science is to make discoveries, and all such discoveries more or less upset accepted opinions."

-Emile Durkheim

Welcome! ( Have you ever wondered why men and women are concentrated in different occupations?  Or, why do people behave similarly in situations that are new to them?  How does conflict and inequality arise in society?  Whereas biologists give an explanation of these questions based upon our genetic makeup and psychologists will show how the functions of the brain effects our behavior; sociologists think that our behavior is best understood when we take into account the social context. 

Sociologists look at the social worlds we all inhabit through a unique lens - the sociological perspective. Through this lens we'll look at everyday rituals of reverence and domination, solidarity and boundary-making, as well as conformity and resistance. A sociological perspective aids us in understanding the connections between self and society, private troubles and public issues, deviance and normality, order and conflict, and continuity and change. We can use the sociological perspective to explore how meanings are negotiated, races constructed, genders forged, sexuality policed, work defined, underclasses contained, deviants shamed, and families shaped. We can also use the sociological perspective to become aware of how our culture, institutions, families, and friends shaped our lives and to explore what our responsibility is to change society for the better. We will investigate together a series of sociological concepts and topics found within the social world in which we live. The multifaceted nature and depth of sociology will be presented in such areas as:

· Culture


· Socialization

· Groups and Group Dynamics

· Deviance

· Economics and Politics

· Education, Health, and Medicine

· Media 

· Inequalities of Class, Gender, Age, and Race & Ethnicity

· Sexuality and Society 

· Collective Behaviors & Social Movements 

· Countercultures/Subcultures

· Population and Environment

· Global Inequality

 INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: 
A textbook that you should enjoy reading! (
Book Title: Introduction to Sociology, 10th ed.
Author - Henry Tischler

Publisher - Wadsworth/Cengage ISBN#978-0-495-80440-6 
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You can purchase the textbook at the HCC Bookstore, Amazon, Half.com, etc. etc.

Readings through the course: 

The goal of these book chapters and selected articles is to keep the subject matter within the “real world” and relevant to your life. Moreover, when you read the required materials, you will be able to provide your peers with a valuable and meaningful class contribution that is grounded within the field of Sociology.  

Various readings on specific sociological topics will be posted online. I strongly encourage you to download and print these articles the first week of classes. It is your responsibility to read the book and assigned articles and to bring the articles to class the day the topics are to be covered. We will discuss these topics in class, therefore, it is essential that you would be able to contribute to discussions, class assignments, in class group activities, and pop quizzes that are grounded within these readings. 

HawkNet - HCC Email Account:
Students are required to have and to use an HCC email account located on HawkNet. HawkNet will provide an additional method to communicate with class members and your Instructor. HawkNet will also be the main vehicle for distributing announcements and a variety of course materials, such as web resources, required and supplemental reading materials, and handouts. Announcements that are posted on HawkNet will keep you informed about the direction of this course. I highly encourage you to access this email every couple days. To access and learn more about HawkNet, including how to set up an account go to the following address - http://www.hccfl.edu/hawknet for details.  If you are having problems with HawkNet, please Contact the Help Desk: 813-253-7000 ext. 4357
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To develop knowledge and understanding of the major theories, key concepts, and important issues currently debated in the discipline of sociology and to critically evaluate their usefulness for analyzing various aspects of social life. 

· Upon Completion of this course the student should be able to:

· Define sociology and describe its origins.

· Explain the three major paradigms used in sociology (conflict, symbolic interaction, structural-functional).

· List and briefly describe the various steps in using the scientific method. 

· Identify and define the major elements of social structure, such as roles, status, groups, and institutions. 

· Define a social group and describe the different types of groups in our society. 

· Identify and define the major components of culture. 

· Discuss the agents of socialization. 

· Explain the social self and how it develops. 

· Define the concept of deviance and discuss the theories that have been used to explain deviant behavior. 

· Define social stratification and contrast the basic characteristics of the structural functional and social-conflict explanations for its existence. 

· Describe the characteristics of the major classes in the United States and how these affect your life. 

· Define minority group and distinguish between prejudice and discrimination. 

· Discuss how conceptions of gender develop. 

· Discuss problems related to aging in our society. 

· Define demography and discuss the demographic processes that account for population growth, as well as changes. 

· Compare past, present, and future urbanization trends in developed and less developed nations. 

· Define collective behavior and give examples of types of crowd behavior. 

· Identify and explain the types of social movements that can occur and give examples of each. 

· Discuss the sources, types, and consequences, and theories of social change in our world today. 

· Discuss the functions of at least one social institution in our society. 

· Other more specific course objectives:

· To assist you in applying the sociological perspective and sociological concepts to your real life. Sociology will benefit you in many of your future endeavors, enabling you to have a deeper understanding about yourself and the world in which you live. 

· To have you become critical consumers of knowledge that will serve you in your academic, professional, and personal lives. 

· To assist students in seeing how they are shaped by society and how social forces and personal lives are intertwined. 
· To help facilitate student self-awareness that can be expressed in oral and written forms. 

· To be able to sociologically examine “hot topics” found in news reports, academic articles, and various other forms of media.

· To move concepts and student knowledge from the personal/group level to the structural level.

· To assist students in understanding a diversity of perspectives.

· To have students understand that agency and structure intersect. This insight will enable students to gain a sense of liberated empowerment which can work towards social change. 
EVALUATION OF LEARNING: 

Students will be evaluated through their participation in discussions, attendance, group activities, five exams, and a sociological selection paper. You must stay caught up to do well in this class since it is a half term course.  Please contact me immediately if problems arise so we can discuss your options.   
Final Grades: 

Points are earned in the following ways and will be totaled at the end of the class. Final grades will be based on the following scale.


Participation, Assignments, Attendance 
100 points
Exam#1

 


100 points

Exam #2




100 points

Exam #3




100 points

Exam #4 




100 points

Exam #5




100 points

Sociological Selection Paper


100 points


TOTAL



700 points                             

In Class Participation, Assignments, and Attendance:
Attendance is required and significant because class discussions are an important part of the learning process and serve as the foundation for your exams and paper. In class participation and attendance will be measured by quizzes, a sign in sheet, in class activities, and in class scholarly contributions. I will not “take away points for attendance.” However, you do earn these points by attending class and being actively engaged with this course. If you are unable to attend class, it is your responsibility to secure notes and information from an attending student. You have the opportunity to add the entirety of the 100 points to your grade if you come to class and academically participate in these activities! 
Examinations:

The examinations are evaluations of your understanding of the material covered in this class, assigned readings, class presentations, videos, music, art, guest speakers, and class discussions. Reading the assigned material and careful note taking will ensure that you have all the information covered. Memorizing the terms without applying sociological concepts to real social situations will not result in a high score for the exam. Make sure that you understand the applied conceptual definitions to these terms. Many in class examples from the lectures and class discussions will be provided. There will be five exams, each worth 100 points.  YOU will need to attain the scantron answer sheets. It is your responsibility to bring the scantron to class the day the exam is given. The scantrons are teal in color and can be purchased at the bookstore. Each test will contain 50 questions (2 points per question), and the questions will consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, and T/F. 
If you are unable to attend class and miss an exam, it will be necessary to arrange a time and place to make up the exam. In order to make-up exams, you will need to provide documentation of a college approved excused absence before taking the exam. All make-up exams must be taken before the following class period. 

Late Policy and Documented Absence:

There may be occasions when you might need to miss a class and will, therefore, miss an assignment or material covered for that day. Documentation must be presented in order for you make up any missed material or assignment. Please keep in mind that anyone found to present false or fraudulent documentation would be found in violation of HCC policies. Late assignments will not be accepted unless prior arrangements are made and approved or unless you have college approved documentation excusing your absence. I do not accept any work via email.
Gordon Rule Writing Requirement:  

Due to the “Gordon Rule” Requirement in the state of Florida, you will be required to write a 1,000 word essay. You must earn, at a minimum, a grade of a C on this writing requirement to pass this class. If you do not achieve a C or higher on this paper, you will not have met the State of Florida writing requirement, therefore, you will have earned a final grade of a D or F for this course. This is an academic paper and should be constructed as such. The paper is to be typed and double-spaced with two citations from academic sources. The paper will be graded on grammar, spelling, but most importantly, on the amount of thought and effort you have exerted. This is a critical thinking exercise (opportunity). You will not be graded on the position you take regarding the issue. Think  about the material. Talk it over with fellow classmates, students, friends, and family members. Utilize and apply sociological concepts to your social world. See below for the two types of papers you may choose from. 
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Sociological Selection Paper: Choose Photos or Music for your paper

CHOICE #1 - Students are to compile a photo essay project. The paper will define and explore the sociological term(s) you illustrate with your photographs. This assignment requires of you to submit a three-page double-spaced academic paper (title page, 12 pt. font, citations, reference page – use MLA or ASA formatting). Use a thesis statement and topic sentences when constructing this paper. Cite the sources you use when defining and exploring the sociological concept/definition. This is an academic paper - construct it as such. You will need to provide 10-20 sociologically defined captioned photographs YOU HAVE TAKEN YOURSELF. Each caption should connect the photograph to the sociological concept - you must explore this topic through a sociological lens and use sociological terms. If this topic is of a sensitive nature, you should utilize online photos. If you are unsure if your topic is of a sensitive nature, please speak with me before you take photos. Specific information will be provided at a later date and posted on Hawknet. 
CHOICE #2 -Students are to compile a music essay project. You will describe and define the sociological concept(s) you illustrate with an analysis of the lyrics, artist(s), and the album cover or any other artwork associated with the song. This paper requires you to submit a three-page double-spaced academic paper (title page, 12 pt. font, citations, reference page – use MLA or ASA formatting). Use a thesis statement and topic sentences when constructing this paper. Cite the sources you use when defining and exploring the sociological concept/definition you find in the song you have chosen. This is an academic paper and must be constructed as such. Your sources support your analysis and sociological understandings of the song. Specific information will be provided at a later date and posted on Hawknet. 

WRITING CENTER:
The Writing Center is a walk-in service located on the third floor of the Learning resource building (Library).  Staff members will work one-on-one with a student for up to 45 minutes and will read a maximum of two drafts per assignment.  Staff do not proofread or edit, write corrections or comment on paper, nor do they provide grade guarantees or second-guess the assignment.  Rather, staff review and discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the paper including compliance with assignment requirements, presence/strength of thesis, organization, idea development, sentence error avoidance, grammar, syntax, punctuation and usage problems.  

For more information:

Location: DLRC 312

Phone: 253-7536

Schedule: Check for summer and weekend hours.
Email: dm-writingcenter@hccfl.edu 

TUTORING:
The Dale Mabry Tutoring Center mission is to help students achieve academic understanding and independent learning skills. Tutoring assistance is provided on both an appointment and walk-in basis. Before coming for tutoring, all students must fill out a registration form, either on the website, or in person. If you send in your information from the website, you will receive notification that your form was received. At that time, you may call or stop by the center to set up your appointment.

For more information:

Location: DLRC 209

Phone: 253-7445

Email: dmtutoringcenter@hccfl.edu 

LEARNING LAB AND COMPUTER CENTER:
Familiarize yourself with the Learning Lab in the library. You can locate sociology videos in the Learning Lab which may assist with your mastery of the course. 

The Computer Center located in Social Science 322.

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES:
Hillsborough Community College Student Support Services is a federally funded program designed to serve low income, first generation (neither parent received a bachelor's degree) and disabled students.  The program provides opportunities for academic development, assists students with basic college requirements, and serves to motivate students toward the successful completion of their postsecondary education. You may also receive need and merit scholarships for eligible participants.  Among the many services that are provide are: tutoring in major areas; trips to various major state universities (lodging and travel paid); workshops on financial aid, study skills, and the transfer process; cultural and enrichment activities; a mini-computer lab; advising.  Applications are available once a year from August 1-31st. 

For more information:

Phone: 813-253-7660 

Location: Social Science 239, 242

E-mail: trowe@hccfl.edu

FAIR AND EQUAL TREATMENT STATEMENT:

As your Instructor, I am committed to providing a comfortable and engaging learning environment for each and every student. I am dedicated in my pursuit to make available to each student without regard to race, ethnicity, religions, gender, age, disability, marital status, and national origin fair and equal opportunities to learn. If you perceive that you are not able to achieve all that is listed above, please do not hesitate in contacting me via email, office hours, or after class. I have an open-door policy, in which, all students are greatly encouraged to contact me to discuss any concerns they may have.   

ADA STATEMENT: 

Students with disabilities who need accommodations to achieve the course objectives should contact me at the start of the semester. Any student whose disability falls within the American Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations should contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities. The office is located in the Student Service Building room 204. You may also reach the office by phone at (813) 259-6035, TDD (813) 253-7035, or fax (813) 253-7336. 

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS: 

Students are expected to contact the Instructor before missing a class for religious reasons. Students will not be penalized for missing the class. Prior arrangements will need to be made to assure that any conflicts in due dates are avoided and any class material that will be missed is available. 

PLAGIARISM:

You are expected to read and understand the HCC policy for Plagiarism. You must cite all sources you use. Plagiarism occurs when four or more words from another person are used as your own words or ideas. Plagiarism will be handled on a case-by case basis and the consequences may result in a grade of a zero (0) on the specific assignment or a grade of an F in this course. 

CHEATING: 

Do not do it! If a student is found to cheat on exams, assignments, written papers, or homework exercises the student will receive a zero grade for that specific assignment and may face further disciplinary action from the Dean of the College. Cheating involves using answers from another student’s paper/test, turning in another person’s paper etc. etc. Remember you have paid to be in this course to learn the material and cheating will not be tolerated.

GRADE DISCREPENCY: 

Policy for Challenging Grades

If you think that one of your assignments has been graded incorrectly, you have the right to challenge that grade. The procedure is as follows:

Carefully review the grade that you received and the reason for that grade. If you continue to think that your grade may have been reached in error:

a. Type a 1-2 page paper titled “Assignment (# or title) Grade Discrepancy.” The paper should include the reasons that you think the assignment grade is not accurate. Be specific in your reasons about why this issue should be addressed and the reasons you think there is not a correct grade reflected. You must have specific, logical, and well thought out proof that addresses your specific concerns for it to be valid.

b. After you have written your claim, I would be more than happy to discuss and review any grade concerns. Please make an appointment and send a copy of your claim to my email address for this course.  
c.  No grade will be changed unless you have demonstrated a valid claim in writing and have gone through this procedure. 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT EXPECTATIONS:
Respectable Student Behavioral Expectations:

Students are expected to elevate themselves to a professional level of behavior and should demonstrate civility, avoiding any disruptive or irritating behavior, and maintain courtesy to the Instructor and fellow classmates. 

· Cell Phones are to be turned off and put away during class. 
· No music devices are to be in used while in class – no headphones or earpieces are to be worn during class sessions.  

· Personal Computers are allowed for note-taking, however, if computer usage results in student’s utilizing the web for anything not related to the class, the student will be asked to leave and their in class computer privileges will not be permitted for future class sessions. 

· Bottled water or sodas during class is accepted. Please do not bring in meals. This distracts the class and inhibits your ability to participate. 

· If you should be running late you may come quietly into the room no more than five minutes after class has started for regular scheduled classes. If you are more than five minutes late, consider yourself absent for the day. Disrupting the entire class is not permissible. 
· You are NOT allowed this five minute late exception on exam days. If you are not present at the start of class on exam days, you will not be permitted to take the exam unless you have college approved absence documentation. DO NOT enter the room late on exam days because this interrupts the concentration of your classmates, thus this behavior affects their test score. There will be no exceptions to this policy and it will be strictly enforced. 

· Shuffling papers, zipping/unzipping backpacks, crumpling papers, and preparing to leave before class is over is considered culturally rude and unacceptable. 

· It is important to understand that we will be discussing controversial and sensitive subject matters. “Attack the Issue Not the Person” is a philosophy I stand by. When orally presenting your ideas to the class avoid racist, sexist, classist, and any other destructive and defaming forms of language. 

· When sending emails please consider the information that will be needed. Additionally, please format your email in a professional manner. If you should need further information as how to write professional emails please follow the link provided below. http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/e-text/e-mail.htm  

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
The Sociological Perspective 

Week 1:
5/17 
Introductions, group activity, review syllabi, attendance, VARK    

· Chapter 1: The Sociological Perspective pgs. 1-28 
5/19
The Sociological Imagination and Culture  

· VARK Assignment Due
http://www.vark-learn.com/english/page.asp?p=questionnaire
· Chapter 1: The Sociological Perspective pgs. 1-28 

· Chapter 3: Culture pgs. 51-73
Week 2: 

5/24
Theory, Methods, and Socialization  
· Chapter 2: Theory and Methods pgs. 28-48 


· Chapter 4: Socialization pgs. 74-100

5/26
Socialization and Group Interaction 
· Reading “Fraternities and the Rape Culture” 

EXAM #1

Social Groups and Social Control
Week 3:

5/31 
Social Groups and Social Control
·  Chapter 5: Social Interaction pgs. 103-118

· Chapter 6: Social Groups and Organizations pgs. 121-137



6/02
Social Groups and Social Control 
· Chapter 5: Social Interaction pgs. 103-118
· Chapter 6: Social Groups and Organizations pgs. 121-137
· Chapter 7: Deviance pgs. 139-172  
EXAM #2    
Social Inequality 
Week 4:

6/07
Social Inequality 
· Chapter 8: Social Class in the U.S. pgs. 175-195

· Chapter 9: Global Stratification pgs. 197-214

6/09
Race and Ethnicity 

· Chapter 10: Race and Ethnic Minorities pgs. 216-244

· Reading “Unpacking your Knapsack”

EXAM #3
Week 5:

6/14
Gender Stratification and the Media 
· Chapter 11: Gender Stratification pgs. 247-264
· Media – Mickey Mouse Monopoly 
6/16
Educational, Political and Economic Systems 

· Chapter 14: Education pgs. 320-341 

· Chapter 15: Political and Economic Systems pgs. 342-362
EXAM #4   
Social Change 
Week 6:

6/21
Population, Health, and Social Change
· Chapter 16: Population and Urban Society pgs. 364-390
· Chapter 17: Health and Aging pgs. 392-414

Sociological Selection Paper Due  
6/23
Social Change and Collective Behavior 
· Chapter 18: Social Change pgs. 416-433
Week 7:

6/28
Review and Course Conclusion
EXAM #5[image: image4.png]









A 100-90%


B 89-80%


C 79-70%


D 69-60%


F Below 59%








The Instructor reserves to right to change the syllabus. Changes are reliant upon student class activity pace, student learning needs, and student interest in the topic. 
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